Dear Charles,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
I am currently researching Dodecadenia grandiflora, as I'd like to write an article for the Plantsman about this very rare tree. 
 
The UK champion tree is at Trengwainton, which came from a Tony Schilling collection in Nepal. Another of his collections of it was growing well at Wakehurst until recently - which appears to have gone! Besides that, there is one recorded by TROBI at Tregoning Mill, which I need to follow up and possibly another at Tregrehan, which I've written to Tom about.
 
I wanted to get in touch having read your Caerhays Diary, in which you mention an old plant you were growing under the name Litsea glauca. Images of it certainly look like Dodecadenia in foliage, compared with the examples seen above, so I was very interested to read in the entry for 16th August 2023 that you had reached a similar conclusion.
 
I would be very interested if there was any information in your records about the origin/provenance of your "Litsea glauca".
 
I was also curious if there was anything else in the records at Caerhays for Dodecadenia? I only ask as from my research the Wakehurst record notes that at the same time the Schilling collection mentioned above was sent to Trengwainton, two plants were also sent to Caerhays, in Feb 1982. I appreciate this is pre-1987 so they may have been damaged in the Storm - or never made it into the garden. I thought this would be worth following up, nonetheless.
 
Look forward to hearing from you, I'm very grateful for any light you can shed on this.
 
Best wishes,
Jack 



Dear Jack,
 
Thank you for your email, I am happy to try and help with what generations of us here have known as Litsea glauca, which grows in the Ririei Opening & was measured at 27 feet in height in August 1966. About 20-30 years ago the main tree died completely and to our amazement a number of surface roots produced a plethora of suckering new growth. There is now a small thicket where the tree once grew & I attach photographs, which I have taken today, in some trepidation as to what the drought may have done.
 
As you saw in the Caerhays Diary Tom Hudson’s view was that it was a Dodecadenia but probably not grandiflora.
 
Unfortunately I have never seen the Trengwainton plant and there is noting obvious in our records here which sheds any light on the providence of this plant.
 
Unfortunately February 1982 was a time of paper notebooks and I cannot find an accession from Wakehurst. As time permits I might be able to dig further into this.
 
Kind regards,
Charles

